CHAPTER 6
OTHER CEQA CONSIDERATIONS

6.1 GROWTH INDUCING IMPACTS

The growth inducing impacts section of this Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
addresses the effects the proposed project may have on surrounding facilities and activities by
assessing the ways in which a project could encourage population or economic growth,
increase employment opportunities or employment growth in support of an industry, or the
construction of new housing or service facilities, either directly or indirectly.

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines state that in the preparation of an
EIR, growth inducing impacts that need to be addressed are such that “...foster economic or
population growth, or the construction of additional housing...remove obstacles to population
growth...encourage and facilitate other activities that could significantly affect the environment
either individually or cumulatively” (815126.2 (d)). An example given is the expansion of a
wastewater treatment plant allowing for increased construction in service areas.

The proposed project is identified in local government planning documents. It is proposed to
address an existing demand for passive and active recreational uses and parkland within the
County, and the community of Nipomo. The project would not create new jobs or require
additional housing. Given its relatively small scale and limited function, the proposed project
would not be considered growth-inducing. Impacts would be less than significant.

6.2 SIGNIFICANT IRREVERSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES

Section 15126.2(c) of the CEQA Guidelines states that use of nonrenewable resources during
the initial and continued phases of a proposed project may be irreversible if a large
commitment of these resources makes their removal, indirect removal, or use thereafter
unlikely. This section of the EIR evaluates whether the project would result in the irretrievable
commitment of resources, or would cause irreversible changes in the environment.

As discussed in the Biological Resources section, Section 4.3, the proposed project would
result in the conversion of coastal scrub and annual grassland to sports fields. While this use
is intended to be long-term, the turf could be removed and the area restored_to coastal scrub
habitat with focused effort; therefore this change is not considered significant or irreversible.
Construction of additional features and structures within NCP would result in an aesthetic
change noticeable to the community; however, design standards are recommended to
encourage visual compatibility with the rural character.

6.2.1 Irreversible Commitment of Resources

Non-renewable resources, such as natural gas, petroleum products, asphalt, steel, copper and
other metals, and sand and gravel are considered to be commodities which are available in a
finite supply. As discussed in Section 4.9, Public Services and Utilities, sources of energy
consumption applicable to the project include interior and exterior lighting, interior heating and
cooling, use of maintenance equipment, transfer of water supply, and operation of appliances.
The overall demand for non-renewable resources is expected to increase regardless of
whether or not the project is developed. Increases in population will directly result in the need
for such resources, and they would likely be committed to other projects in the region intended
to meet this anticipated growth. The project is of limited scale and therefore its contribution to
this loss is limited.
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As discussed in Section 4.12, Water Resources, and Section 4.13, Climate Change, the
project would incorporate energy-efficiency measures to reduce water consumption (and
subsequently energy used to transport water to the site) and use of utility-power and energy.
In addition, there will be opportunities to include alternative and renewable energy sources
(i.e., on-site solar panels) on existing and proposed structures within the park. The project also
provides opportunities to reduce “Vehicle Miles Traveled”, and subsequently fuel used for
vehicles, by improving access for pedestrians and bicyclists, and providing additional active
recreational facilities within the urban core of Nipomo.
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