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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The traffic report presents an evaluation of the potential impacts associated with the Nipomo 
Community Park (NCP) Master Plan.  The NCP Master Plan includes Mesa Meadows and a variety 
of new recreational facilities to be constructed over 20 years.  New recreational facilities include 
additional park and playground area, a community recreation center and gymnasium, an 
amphitheater, a skate board park, a swimming pool, sporting fields, basketball and handball courts, 
tennis courts, a dog park, restrooms, trails and walkways, etc.  The infrastructure improvements 
include a realignment of the existing access road at West Tefft Street and Pomeroy Road.  The 
existing access road connection to West Tefft Street will be realigned to the north side of the 
Nipomo Public Library opposite Orchard Avenue.  The existing access road connection to Pomeroy 
Road will be realigned opposite Juniper Street and a traffic signal will be installed.  The NCP Master 
Plan also includes a project “alternative” that represents a reduced project scope. 
 
Project trip generation estimates for the NCP Master Plan were derived using data contained in the 
ITE Trip Generation publication and other sources.  The trip generation estimates included 
quantifying the “net” increase in trips associated with the buildout of uses defined in the NCP Master 
Plan and NCP Master Plan Alternative.  Buildout of the NCP Master Plan will generate a total of 
3,058 daily trips; which is a “net” increase of approximately 1,258 daily trips (+70%).  The NCP 
Master Plan Alternative will generate approximately 48% fewer daily trips than the NCP Master 
Plan (+654 daily trips).  During the PM peak hour the NCP Master Plan will generate a total of 500 
trips, which is a net increase of approximately 247 trips (+98%).  The NCP Master Plan Alternative 
will generate approximately 20% fewer PM peak hour trips than the NCP Master Plan (+196 PM 
peak hour trips).  Trips associated with the NCP Master Plan and Alternative were distributed on the 
local street system based on a review of peak hour travel patterns and traffic demands included in the 
South County Traffic Model Final Report. 
 
The traffic analysis scope was developed in consultation with staff at San Luis Obispo County 
Public Works.  The evaluation of potential impacts includes an analysis of traffic operations along 
West Tefft Street and Pomeroy Road.  An analysis of average weekday afternoon peak hour 
operations is also provided at selected study intersections.  At the request of County staff, the 
analysis also includes a qualitative evaluation of potential impacts at the US101 and West Tefft 
Street interchange.  The evaluation of existing conditions indicates that existing daily traffic volumes 
on the study roadway segments are within acceptable limits (LOS C or better).  Daily traffic volumes 
along West Tefft Street (Mary Avenue to Pomeroy Road) and on US 101 are also within acceptable 
limits.  The evaluation of PM peak hour operations indicates that vehicle delays at the study 
intersections are also within acceptable limits.  However, information in the South County Traffic 
Model Final Report indicates that vehicle delays at the US 101 / West Tefft Street interchange 
southbound ramps are within the LOS E range during the PM peak hour.  The primary reason for the 
excessive delays is the current intersection configuration. 
 
The evaluation of potentially significant impacts associated with the NCP Master Plan and NCP 
Master Plan Alternative was based on “level of significance” criteria defined by San Luis Obispo 
County and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  An evaluation of the “existing plus 
project” scenario demonstrates that daily volumes on the study area roadway segments will remain 
within acceptable limits with the buildout of the NCP Master Plan or NCP Master Plan Alternative 
(LOS C or better).  Vehicle delays at the study intersections will also remain within acceptable limits 
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with the buildout of the NCP Master Plan or NCP Master Plan Alternative.  However, delays at the 
US 101 / West Tefft Street interchange southbound ramps are currently within the LOS E range 
during the PM peak hour (documented in the South County Traffic Model Update Final Report).  It 
is anticipated that buildout of the NCP Master Plan or NCP Master Plan Alternative could add 10-15 
trips to this intersection during the critical PM peak hour.  However, the US 101/Willow Road 
“grade separated” interchange is currently under construction.  The traffic operations report included 
an evaluation of the potential benefits to the US 101/West Tefft Street interchange.  The Willow 
Road Extension Final SEIR analyzed the benefits associated with the “preferred” alternative.  The 
analysis of 2030 traffic conditions demonstrated that the US 101/Willow Road interchange would 
reduce delays at the US 101/West Tefft Street interchange ramp intersections by about 40% during 
the PM peak hour.  Therefore, buildout of the NCP Master Plan or NCP Master Plan Alternative will 
not have a potentially significant impact on existing PM peak hour traffic operations. 
 
The evaluation of baseline buildout conditions was conducted using data contained in the South 
County Traffic Model Final Report.  This scenario represents long-term future conditions and traffic 
forecast for the Year 2025.  The buildout transportation network also includes various roadway 
improvements.  It should also be noted that the County is evaluating various operational 
improvements for the US 101/West Tefft Street interchange.  However, these improvements are not 
designed or funded at this time, and therefore, are not assumed to be completed under the baseline 
buildout.  Discussions with County staff indicate that the “preferred” alternative could achieve 
acceptable levels of service under buildout conditions. 
 
An evaluation of the buildout plus project scenario demonstrates that daily traffic volumes on the 
majority of study area roadway segments will remain within acceptable limits with the buildout of 
the NCP Master Plan or NCP Master Plan Alternative (LOS C or better).  However, daily traffic 
volumes near the US 101 interchange are projected to be within the LOS E range.  Completion of the 
US 101/Willow Road interchange is anticipated to reduce daily traffic on West Tefft Street (west of 
US 101) by about 20-25%.  The Willow Road Extension SEIR analysis indicates that the benefits 
associated with the project are estimated to improve the buildout LOS E to an acceptable LOS C 
(27,200 ADT) on West Tefft Street (near US 101 interchange).  Therefore, it is concluded that 
buildout of the NCP Master Plan or NCP Master Plan Alternative will not significant impact future 
daily traffic operations.  The analysis of buildout plus project conditions identified a potentially 
significant project impact at the US 101/West Tefft Street interchange during the PM peak hour. 
 
The appropriate mitigation measures are presented for the potentially significant impacts attributable 
to the project.  Development of additional recreational facilities included in the NCP Master Plan or 
NCP Master Plan Alternative will occur over the next 20 years.  It should be noted that the analysis 
of potential project impacts represents a “worst case” scenario (ie: all facilities being used at peak 
levels simultaneously).  Implementation of “transportation demand management” (TDM) measures 
would reduce the potentially significant impact to a level of “less than significant” for the existing 
plus project scenario.  TDM measures should include, but not be limited to, reducing the number 
tennis court and/or sporting fields, delay the library expansion or construction of amphitheater, etc.  
In addition, game starting times at the baseball / softball and sporting fields should be scheduled to 
avoid generating a significant amount of “regional” traffic during the PM peak hour (4:00-6:00 PM).  
Implementation of TDM measures will reduce the potential impacts at the US 101 / West Tefft 
Street interchange to a level of “less than significant”. 
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In addition, to reduce the potential impacts to a level of “less than significant” the buildout of the 
recreational facilities included in the NCP Master Plan or Alternative should be limited until the 
County has completed a design, secured funding and established a formal schedule for the future 
operational improvements at the West Tefft Street/US 101 southbound ramps intersection.  Future 
improvements at this intersection identified by the County could provide acceptable levels of service.  
Once this project becomes part of the long range infrastructure improvement plans in the South 
County Traffic Model they can be assumed to mitigate the potentially significant project impact at 
this intersection. It should also be mentioned that the “roadway improvement” fees defined in the 
South County Traffic Model Final Report provide a funding mechanism for long range infrastructure 
improvements in this portion of the County, and therefore, payment of the County “roadway 
improvement” fees serves at the project mitigation. 
 



 
















































































































































































































